
Judge’s Comments – Natural History – Digital 

Apis mellifera in pumpkin flower 
I kept going back to this image, it is a powerful nature story and one that is so important to life as we 

know it.  I would almost describe this bee to be overloaded as it undertakes its work and one wonders 

how it can fly with such a load back to the hive.  The composition is strong, the placement of the 

flower stamen on the bottom left of the composition has allowed space on the right for the bee to 

track into and launch itself into flight.  The colour yellow is a very dominant but an important element 

of the overall composition.  The lighting on the right side is a little overexposed leaving a couple of 

small areas without detail, the majority of the flower is well exposed and this has enough contrast 

adding the detail we need to see in the flower.  Great use of depth of field leading the eye straight to 

the bee.         

  
Gliophorus Versicolour 
I think the placement of the three fungi within the composition is a very strong element.  The genus 

has been well described with colour and detail with the front speciman being tack sharp and leaning 

away on the diagonal which has created tension within the composition.  In my view the back stipes  

look a little soft, this doesn't detract from the story being told.  The caps of all three are tack sharp.  

The surrounding habitat shows where they are growing adding to the story while the clean back 

ground allows the fungi to really standout.  

  
Jumping Spider - Salicidae sp 
Perfectly timed, this is the story of this spider with its prey.  The spider is perfectly positioned within 

the composition, this creates the feeling of space and room, one could imagine it running down the 

leaf exiting towards the bottom right.  The spider and its prey are tack sharp and the colour is very 

accurate.  The clean un-obstructed background that includes similar colour tones to the spider is 

really effective.        

  
Parahebe cheesemanii 
This alpine plant has been photographed at the ultimate time when it is flowering, the flowers are 

shown in different stages from emerging to fully in bloom.  The composition includes the habitat 

describing to the viewer the scree and rock garden where the plant was found.  The whites flowers 

are perfectly exposed with the subdued lighting allowing also for the detail and colour of the plant to 

be perfectly represented and enabling identification.  

  
Xanthocnemis zealandica 
No comments received 
  
Zizina otis labradus mating 

I think this image is a very well told Nature Story.  The detail and the colour of the species is well 

represented.  The depth of field used has kept the detail that we need to see in both Butterflys 

while isolating them from the background which has been nicly rendered with shades of green 

allowing the two spciemans to stand out.  The placement of the Butterflys within the composition 

is a strong element.  There is no doubt as to what they are doing.    


