
Judge’s Comments – Mathewson Trophy 

Winners – Marlborough Camera Club 

Congratulations to all the participating clubs on a great showing, but of course, special 

congratulations to Marlborough Camera Club who have come out on top.  For me, this most 

interesting and enjoyable exercise has been one of relativity.   As always with an Open competition, I 

have rewarded those images that evoke an emotional response in the viewer with technique that 

supports the photographer’s interpretation.   

I have been invited to comment on the images in the winning set.  Clearly they have accumulated 

the highest aggregate score, but there being many other very strong images to enjoy in the 

competition I imagine the placings may have been close.  Please remember that the scores I 

attributed are purely my opinion as are the comments.  Thank you for entrusting me with the 

Mathewson Trophy. 

 

Early on Lake 
Mapourika 

I feel that this really captures a sense of “space” and “place” and 
tells a story of the scene.   Lovely recession.  I particularly like the 
bottom branch on the focal tree, and the way the cobwebs are lit.  
Sensitive and very well executed.   

Dusty Glow This is so different from the normal safari images.  A wonderful 
opportunity perfectly captured.   In spite of the brightness of the 
dust, there is detail in the animals, and note the lovely touch of light 
on the rear elephant’s tusk.  A great balanced arrangement full of 
interest. 

Abandoned I didn’t rate this as highly as the others in spite of the excellent 
colour saturation and technical aspects partly because, although the 
shed is not in a good state of repair, it didn’t convey to me the 
feeling of abandonment, as someone has cared enough to replace 
ridge iron and padlock the door.  Without that story, to me it is 
simply a competent documentation of an interesting shed.  Perhaps 
a stronger interpretation might have made more of the missing 
window panes and interior.  The shed is well placed in the frame. 

Grey Warbler Reminiscent of a one wheel landing into the wind at Wellington 
Airport, this is just great, and perhaps the Grey Warbler’s approach 
stance is caused by the same thing.  Quality all the way in terms of 
sharpness, detail and interest.   Perfectly positioned in the frame 
and a simple harmonious palette.  Lovely work. 

Bathroom Skylight A most interesting geometric design with a nice tonal range in the 
greys, quite essential in this case to make the most of the corner 
lines leading to the skylight.  There is a luminosity to it.  I suggest you 
consider a narrow border in the lightest blue of the sky to effectively 
add a repeat of the skylight shape.  Well seen. 

Fungi & Lichen Friends Sharp where it matters and good separation of the subjects from 
both foreground and background.  While the brown fungi is well 
placed you could consider a slight trim off the right to remove the 
bright green intrusion which distracts a tad.  This would decentralise 
the fungi a little more and in my opinion strengthen the 
arrangement.  Well executed.   

 


